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Tae universities in the USSR have entrance examinations which cover gymmasz-um 50X1 HUM
level work, and in addition have one section devoted to political queries. A i
screening board consisti: of Communist Party faculty member: examines sach

candidate also for polit:ica.l orientation primaraly, and secondarily for oths:-

qualities such as ap?itwde, character, and the other *na.ra.f*ﬁris‘ica of ~ommozn

concern Lo umiversities thc world over. Scholastic abili%y is sercondary to

political relisbility. £ ¥om:zomol member has a better z-hfmce of acreptanc: vhan n
non-member, but & Koms om‘ol menber with a bourgeois background might be discriminated
against in favor of a Landida.t.t- with a peasan% background. The ezonom:. status

of a candidate has 11%tle or no bezaring. Many scholarships of vary:ing wiz<s are
available for political reliables, and o:casionally for purs scholars. A snuiden=-

has a relatively rree h ; d irn chcosing & uriversity.

L Tengineering schools de=mphasize the political written examination
while still having a rigid screening board. This presumption is based on the fac,
that technical persomnel| traditionsally ave politically disinterested and are a%
a premjun.
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Thextbooks seldom run over 10 rubles (194%4). Most editions are limited, ard new ||
editions are brought out regularly. Quality of texts as regar-- paper ard bizcuu‘g

Availability of textbooks ig good. Ti‘)ere 18 an adequate rumber and cost is

[
|
I
|
low. As en example, | | & bound textbook on metallur g‘y‘,
printed in 1938 in Moccow, pricedat 2 \ru‘b;.as, 75 korers. The most expensive

i |
is only fair. Durability under constant use is limited. Idllustrations are
comparable in quality and quantity to lother foreign texts. Sources of informae
tion are usually translations of the best foreign books, with actual source |
unmentioned. Choices for translation are very good. In fields of chemistry azd
physics there are some original works (due mainly o the immense effort spent i=
thoge fields o ; ch. Otigml Russian texts are sccurate but
superficial Tra.ns].atiou of foreign mources are filled with
translation em*“ J_'Ll.uatrutio‘ns are well zveproducod..

Classes are crowdad due to a nhortege of ocompetent teachers, and the emphasis
g% on techniocal t‘aining with the resulting increase in enrollmsmt. Hours of
ingtruction are longer than in comparable US institutions, due <o the usual
intenss Burcpsan university schedule nnd the obligatory Soviet political lectures
and study periods. Mechanical or visua.l training ailds in general engineering,
physics or chemistry laboratories are pcarce. Professors or labocratory
ingtructors have more demonsiration usiata.nts » however, thar their US counier-
parts. GOradunte students do not exist) such, and advanced degree candidatss
are responsible more to a professor than t0 the university. They are not used N
for teaching purposes but sometimes are employed as laboratory technicians. Those

neeking a doctorate degree are called aspirants, and they sometimes teach away Ly

frem the univexrsity, perhaps in a techni.al high achool. Individual inst ruction
i8-available and it is up to the stud.nnt to arrange & privaie dsal with an
instructor. Professors are theoretically accessible to students by regulations
of Communist Party, and in practioe uzunlly are. The influence of the area in
vhich a university is located has a d.irect bearing on quality of education due =
Soviet practise of much one-the-job tralning of engineering students. Univeraitien
in industrial areas profit. Entree to|industry is ready as much technical advice
ia contracted for with universities.

‘ Chemistry laboratories are unusually

short on equimment, particularly in field of reagents. Also laboratory time 1ia

at the mercy of political lectures.

Written, oral and labaratory report type axamms are used. zZngineering and

- coursss are usually ddvidsd 1n1.o lectures, sominars, and laboratory ‘
periods. Four or rive tests are given\per school year on seminar work. Reports
are handsd in custamily on results of laboratory expariments, and occasionally
o final sxom is given depending on the |vhim of the professor. A final course
examination is given at the end of the | achool year. No sliding scale is used for|
grading, and the equivslent ol a W&l T0 out of 100 1a required o pass.
Political reliability 48 a erutch that Enables some poor studsnts to be upgreded
80 &8 %o pans. In prasiige, mrasuorn and instructors never severely greade
papars of political reliablas for fan"or d4emiesal.
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Even the most prominent- Soviet acientints deyote two or three hours per weak

to undergraduat-a lecturea. Such 1ectums axs in realiiy university lectures, and/,
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: ‘a1l who c.hnoae may attend. Professors choose their own personal assistants. I 1
Their supervision cver undergraduste research is complete. Over graduate research | ) -
I

-only the supervision of the type research that -the student has personally c.hoeen
is given. Naturally, if the field is absurd a professor would do-his best to deter » o
the individual. -Those students seeking a master‘s dsgree (ca.aﬂ.idate) » do -reseaxrch '

< -their thesis and write conclusions over one. school year. No courses are: !
req,nired.. Certain engineering theses.require only one- semester's work,-depending | -
on the topiec.- gi.rants for a dpctorate degree apply for the privilege 4o ) | :
Ministry of'Bdneation.. If accepted: astanveBpiranb; the-student is ussigned to 'a * |
university for his research- and-is paid. Seme.sspirants spend-as long -ag8“fivé years
doing ressarch; writing'a thesis, and preparing for '‘oral exmina. tdion. A 'bom:d of-
three to ﬁve proreasore corduct ora.l emimtion. R v

9. 3 oL
.~ There is no credit hour system, 50X1 HUM

“and couraes successfully passed count alonei For advanied degrees, vhen & student
teels he 19 z-eady to be examined he takes the exam.

i

|

. I
I

the req_uirements -at the Universdity of Riga were- slightly higher than i

ose the USSR universities. I happen to have an outline:of the p;ggaxn leadd.ng |

I

I

to the degreo ot Mn.star of PhamcyT

10.
! ‘Training is slanted tovards military requirements and heavy ipmdustry. =~ : -~ ;
1l. . \ .
o
IR
oo
il.
All graduates are at the command of the various Soviet ministries, who assign theém
according: vo ‘needs. Those who-aspire to teach have a certain amount of latitude,
particularly as regards becoming aspirants, a route leading to a teach
- end =
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